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some of the offices of state which had been held by him, an

descend to a lower condition of life".q)
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Hashism, the most illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of
Mecca, and the hereditary guardians of the Caaba. The
grandfather of Mohammad was Abdol mottaleb, the son of
Hashem, a wealthy and generous citizen, who relieved the
distress of famina with the supplies of commerce. Mecca

which had been fed by the liberality of the father, was saved
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"Sheyba and Otba two leaders of the Coreish, and welid son
of Otba, still smarting under the taunts of Abu Jahl, advanced
anto the open field and defied three champions from the
medina force to meet them singly. Many upstarted at the call,
but Mahomet checked them, and turning to his kinsmen said:
"Ye sons of hashim! arise and fight, according to your right."
Obeida, Hamza, and Aly, the uncle and cousins of Mahomet,
stepped forth. Their features being concealed by their
helmets, Otba asked their names. "Speak", he said "and if ye
be our equals we shall fight with you." Hamza answered, with
a play on his name" :I am the lion of God and of his prophet; |
am the son of Abdal mottalib." "Worthy foe," replied Otba;
"but who are these?" Hamza gave their names. "Meet foes
every one", replied Otba. and then they arose to fight'.q)
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"There were periods at which the excitement took the shape

of a trance or vision. Of these we know but little. Some
christian writers have connected them with the symptoms
noticed in his childhood. Such swoons or reveries are said
sometimes to have preceded "The descent of inspiration,
"even in later life."2)
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"At the moment of inspiration ....... anxiety pressed upon the
prophet, and his countenance became troubled. Sweat
dropped from his forehead, and he would fall to the ground

as in a trance".@)
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"On some occasions at least there were physical

accompaniments. He would be gripped by a feeling of pain,
and in his ear's there would be a noise like the reverberation
of a bell. Even on a very cold day the bystanders would see
great pearls of sweat on his forehead as the revelation
descended upon him. Such accounts led some western
critics to suggest that he had epilepsy, but there are no real
grounds for such a view. Epilepsy leads to physical and
mental degeneration, and there are no sighns of that in
Muhammad; on the contrary he was clearly in full possession
of his faculties to the very end of his life."2)
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"Halima weaned the infant, and brought him back to Amina.

Delighted with his healthy look, she said, take the child with
thee back again, for much do | fear for him the unholesome
air of Mecca."«)
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"He never but once had suffered from any serious illness.")
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"The Moslems were chagrined at the prospect of a rich and
easy prey turned into that of a bloody battle. They still,
indeed, seem to have hoped that a victory would enable
them to pursue and seize the Caravan."«)
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